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A Letter from our CEO 
and Interim President
To our friends and supporters,

2023 was a year that held many celebratory moments for the 
Christopher House community – from hosting the signing of the 2023 
Illinois State Budget, to seeing our third class of graduates walk down 
the aisle at 8th grade graduation. We are continuously humbled by 
and sincerely proud of the strength, empathy, and achievement of our 
community. To all those who made this past year possible – thank you!
It has been a joy to experience the continuous growth and evolution of 
our community over this past year, but our work in ensuring opportunity 
and educational equity is far from over. The needs of our community are 
evolving, with an increased need for mental health and social emotional 
support for our scholars and families, and a persisting teacher shortage 
in the wake of the pandemic.

As we continue to respond to arising challenges through adapted internal 
programming, we also seek out community partners who are experts in 
their fields and can facilitate this vital work. It is through our immersive 
family supports, paired with these key relationships, that we are able to 
offer holistic and comprehensive support to our scholars and families.
We are excited to announce that through a thoughtful and collaborative 
process, which included diverse voices and perspectives from both 
families and staff, we have finalized and committed to a new FY24-FY26 
strategic plan. The plan is anchored by three main priorities: 1) High 
Student Achievement for All Students; 2) Best Place to Work; 3) Investing 
in Equity.

It is no coincidence that these carefully outlined goals directly correlate 
with our 4 key values – Commitment to Excellence, Achievement and 
Perseverance, Respect and Compassion, Equity – which act as a beacon 
for our scholars, families, staff, and teachers as we continue to navigate 
both the short- and long-term effects of the pandemic.

We look forward to what the future holds for the talented and resilient 
members of our Christopher House community, and we offer our deepest 
gratitude for all of our dedicated supporters who will be joining us on the 
journey.

In partnership and service,

Libby Shortenhaus

Julie Dakers  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

INTERIM PRESIDENT  
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Board of Directors About Christopher House

Emeritus Board Members

President
Dee Dee Chesley

Vice President
Jeff Kemerley, VP of Product Management, NDS, Inc.

Secretary
Ronit Barrett, Assistant General Counsel, ComEd

Treasurer
Adnan Assad, Senior Vice President, Byline Bank

Parent Representative
Angela Igbineweka-Obaseki

Rolando Acosta, Attorney at Law
Stacey Blasko
Jessica Cardoni, Administrative Law Judge, Illinois Commerce Commission
Roberto Interiano, CIBC Bank USA
Meghan Kiesel, Workforce Organizational Consultant, Cisco
Kenneth Langston, Director, William Blair
Lauren Long, Senior Vice President, M Booth
Alex Maturi, Senior Counsel, Affirm
Liam O’Kane, Senior Vice President, Corporate Development, Constellation
Carlos Pineiro, Managing Director, RBC Capital Markets
Stephen Raquet, Director, Institutional Equity Sales, Truist Securities
Homero Tristan, Founding Partner, Tristan and Cervantes, Attorneys At Law
Kimberly White, Corporate Compliance Officer, Ingredion Incorporated
Candace Williams, Independent Consultant

Our History, Mission, Vision
Since its founding in 1906, Christopher House has created opportunity and advanced equity by delivering high-quality, 
innovative programming that serves the needs of our community. From being one of the first Head Start providers in the 
1960s to launching the Christopher House Elementary School in 2013, Christopher House has honed a continuum of 
education model with immersive family support that enables scholars and their caregivers to thrive.

Today, we deliver this model to thousands of scholars, starting at birth through the 8th grade, across our family of schools 
located in Belmont Cragin, Logan Square, and Uptown. We build strong, trusting relationships with families – scholars and 
their caregivers – to provide coordinated support and care to create pathways to success for the whole family.

Robert Buono
JoAnne Cicchelli
Thomas O’Neill, Partner, Jenner & Block
Barbara Stewart
Thomas Woodrow, Partner, Holland and Knight

Christopher House Families

Christopher House Scholars (Infant – 8th Grade)

DEMOGRAPHICS

DEMOGRAPHICS

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS

DIVERSE LEARNERS

HOUSEHOLDS

66% Latinx     27% Black or African American     2% Multiracial

70% Latinx     26% Black or African American     3% Multiracial

44% ELL     56% not ELL

15%  Diverse Learners     85% not Diverse Learners

63% Single Parent     35% Two Parent     2% Other

1
0

0
% INCOME:

of our 
community has 
been identified 
as low-income 
(proxy: FRL 
and/or 
household 
annual income)
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Our Model
Christopher House is a family of schools that helps 
children and families succeed in school, the workplace, 
and life. Our unique two-generation model combines a 
continuum of personalized education and immersive 
family support, which extends well beyond the classroom.

Christopher House works at the nexus of education and 
social services to holistically address the individual needs 
of our scholars and their families. Two generation models 
like ours recognize that parents are a child’s first teachers, 
and research shows multigeneration support both in 
and outside of the classroom is essential for success. 
According to the Aspen Institute, a two-generation model 
– like Christopher House’s – increases economic security 
and helps create long-term impact for the family unit, 
including a 17% increase in the child’s future earnings 
and postsecondary success. Through our approach, we 
work to ensure the wellbeing of our scholars and their 
caregivers, which positions the whole family unit to gain 
access to the tools and resources needed to thrive.
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1578

97%

3

PEOPLE 
SERVED

In FY23, Christopher
House served

of our preschools 
are accredited by the 

National Association for 
the Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC).

Christopher House celebrated 
its third graduating class to 
complete their full continuum of education.

counseling sessions were 
delivered to Christopher House 
scholars and families.

families received 
emergency financial 
assistance throughout 
COVID to prevent crisis and 
support stable, healthy 
home environments.

of parents/caregivers 
of our Infant and 
Preschool scholars felt 
that their identities 
were respected and 
valued at Christopher 
House.

of scholars ages 0-5 met the 
“Widely Held Expectations” 
for literacy development, 
measured using Teaching 
Strategies GOLD. (as of 
Spring FY23)

individuals (868 scholars and 
710 parents/caregivers across 

our family of schools)

COUNSELING 
SERVICES

GRADUATION

ACCREDITATION

FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE 

EARLY 
CHILDHOOD 
LITERACY 

PARENT 
SATISFACTION

528

92%

50
0+

A
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Preschool
Christopher House Infant and Preschool prepares over 300 
children for kindergarten, beginning at six weeks old. All three 
preschools are accredited by the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children (NAEYC) – a distinction awarded 
to only 10% of early learning schools across the country – and 
each school has received the highest Gold Circle of Quality 
ranking from ExceleRate Illinois. 

Christopher House’s Infant & Pre-School employ a methodology 
that is centered on personalized education, with immersive family 
supports. We meet every scholar and their caregiver where they are, 
embracing an educational pedagogy that is child-centered, social justice 
motivated, and Reggio-inspired. Together, we work to create classrooms 
that incorporate and respect each child’s identity as a participating 
member of the community and continuously facilitate a renewed sense 
of wonder. Christopher House’s focus on individualized education includes 
small group interventions, supported by a FTE Diverse Learner Coordinator, 
who not only supports our scholars in our classrooms, but also supports 
scholars’ caregivers navigate, if needed, evaluation and other services.

Our Impact 

Elementary and 
Middle School 
Christopher House Elementary and Middle School provides more than 440 
scholars – including the graduates of our Infant & Pre-School – with a 
personalized education, including a STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts, and Math) curriculum, ongoing professional development of Christopher 
House’s qualified staff, and a college-going culture that ensures every scholar is 
prepared for the bright future ahead. Two key K-8 guiding curriculum principles 
are STEAM and personalized learning. 

STEAM: Scholars participate in 30-60 minutes of STEAM instruction daily, in 
addition to 60-90 minutes of math instruction. Christopher House has a 1:1 
Chromebook ratio, ensuring that every scholar has a laptop and can learn the 
technology skills needed for success in school and the workplace. Science 
instruction is inquiry-based using the Next Generation Science Standards with a 
partnership between teachers (determining the unit) and students (choosing the 
topic to explore). Christopher House also prepares scholars for a future in STEAM 
by exposing them to STEAM degrees and careers through field trips, career days, 
and science fairs. The middle school also features a STEAM lab, where scholars 
will have access to a 3D printer, a Hydro Station, and a maker’s space for 
science experiments, cooking classes, and other creative exploration. Scholars 
also have access to electives such as Graphic Design and Music Technology.

Personalized Learning: In response to the impact the pandemic has had on 
educational outcomes and the mental health of Elementary age students, 
Christopher House has prioritized social-emotional learning (SEL) for our 
scholars. Through our incorporation of a Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS), 
we provide targeted academic, behavioral, and SEL support to students to meet 
their unique needs. Christopher House employs three social workers for our 
Elementary and Middle School and a Middle School Counselor dedicated to our 
Middle School scholars, resulting in a ratio of 1:220 for the number of social 
workers per Christopher House scholars. This ratio, in comparison to the Chicago 
Public School average of 1:865, allows us to address the individual needs of 
our scholars and offer additional supports, which include a supplemental SEL 
curriculum and a pull-out classroom for scholars in need of targets support. 

Our Stories 
A direct result of the pandemic has been a decrease 
in the number of children meeting early childhood 
developmental milestones, which has resulted in an 
increase in the number of young children that require 
early intervention. Christopher House has been on the 
frontline of responding and providing high-touchpoint 
support through our unique resources like our FTE 
Diverse Learner Coordinator, who not only supports 
our scholars in our classrooms, but also supports 
scholars’ caregivers navigate, if needed, evaluation 
and other services. In the last year, 30% of our Pre-
Schoolers had an active Individualized Education 
Plan (IEP), which makes Mark’s* story timely in 
how Christopher House responds and supports our 
scholars on the path to success.

During a routine classroom observation, Vincent, our 
Diverse Learners Coordinator, noticed developmental 
delays in  Mark, a preschooler. Vincent supported 
Mark’s mother to alleviate her worry and provided 
her with a warm referral  for Mark to receive a play-
based evaluation. After connecting with therapists, 
working with adapted materials and receiving routine 
care, Mark began showing improvements in his 
communication, fine and gross motor skills. We are 
pleased to share that he is now testing “Kindergarten-
ready” and will continue receiving social-emotional 
support as he transitions into Kindergarten at our 
Elementary School this Fall. This continuum of care 
that engages caregivers and their children ensures 
stability & provides access to educational resources 
that enable children and families to thrive.	

* child’s name has been changed

Our Voices 
We were honored to feature on of our bright, ambitious, 
and passionate 8th grade scholars, Sara*, at the 32nd 
Annual Benefit. 

Sarah, a 13-year-old Christopher House scholar, 
highlighted her favorite and some of the most impactful 
aspects of Christopher House over the past 12 years. 
From the diverse teaching staff to individualized social-
emotional support, Sarah recounted how Christopher 
House has successfully prepared her for a future in 
which she can make her own unique dreams come 
true.

“Throughout my journey at Christopher House, I have 
been able to take things that will guide me on my new 
journey. I know [it] will have its ups and downs, but I 

am confident I will succeed while enjoying this new 
phase of my life. I would also remember the tools 
that Christopher House has provided me. Christopher 
House has been able to build up my social skills and 
confidence. With these tools, I know I will be able to 
succeed anywhere. With the ability to ask for help 
when needed or be able to attend office hours, I know 
the confidence Christopher House has given me will 
set me up for success. Even standing here now I have 
been able to gather up the courage to speak to you all. 
Something that Christopher House has shown me how 
to do. Now I know I have a long way to go in life, but 
through it all, Christopher House will always be here, 
a place where I can always go back to. A home waiting 
for me whenever I need it.”

* child’s name has been changed

of infant to 5-year-
old children met 

widely held expectations in 
social emotional learning 
(SEL) development. 

In June, we graduated our third 
class of 8th graders. 

of our 8th 
graders 
matriculated 
to high school.

were accepted to 
Chicago Public 

School Selective Enrollment 
schools, such as Jones College 
Prep, Lane Tech, Whitney Young, 
Northside College Prep, & Payton. 
This is a 33% year-over-year 
increase, and a 71% increase from 
our first graduating class in 2021. 

 of our graduating 
8th grade scholars 

attended on of their top 3 best-fit 
high schools. 

of infant to 5-year-
old children met 

widely held expectations in 
cognitive development. 

97% 

96%

89%

100%

25%

85%97%

of infant to 
5-year-old 

children met widely held 
expectations in literacy 
development.  (FY23)

of infant to 
5-year-old 

children met widely held 
expectations in math 
development. 
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Christopher House After School works with more than 200 students – including our 
Elementary School scholars and graduates – from age six to fourteen, to explore 
new opportunities, achieve academic excellence, and develop healthy behaviors 
and the soft skills needed for success in school, home, college, and the workplace. 

After School operates year-round, providing programming from 2:30 – 5:30PM 
during the school year and during non-school days operates full-day programming. 
Scholars participate in a variety of academic and social activities that focus on SEL, 
academic support, and community exploration. Throughout the school year, one 
hour/day is dedicated to physical activity, and teachers routinely lead discussions 
centered on healthy lifestyles. To encourage youth to consider future academic 
and professional pathways, After School hosts career panels and organizes college 
visits. To support STEM education, scholars participate in group projects and field 
trips to locations like the Museum of Science and Industry and the University of 
Chicago.

Our Impact 

Parent School
Christopher House Parent School partners with every parent 
of each scholar in the Infant & Pre-School, Elementary 
School, and After School in order to create a stable, healthy 
home environment that advances their child’s academic and 
social-emotional development by providing holistic resources, 
including Family Advocates, counseling, parenting educational 
workshops, on-site food pantries, and emergency financial 
assistance. 

Family Advocates provide advocacy to every Christopher 
House family by engaging them within the school community, 
facilitating regular communication, and building strong, 
trusting relationships with caregivers that are essential in 
breaking down barriers/stigma of asking and receiving 
support. Through these personal relationships, our advocates 
are able to form a deeper understanding of the strengths, 
needs, and desires of our families, which directly impact 
the family engagement programs that we offer. These  
engagement opportunities and parent workshops include 
Positive Parenting facilitated by Dr. Ferney Ramirez, Cafecito – 
a parent group that meets and provides caregivers with a safe 
space to connect and share in their parenting experiences, 
and UIC’s Center for Literacy – a monthly series that provides 
knowledge and mentoring to caregivers in topics that range 
from Employment Readiness to Family and Financial Literacy.

Additional support is offered by our licensed clinical Social 
Workers and community partners who provide school-based 
counseling services to our scholars. We also offer on-site 
food pantries are offered bi-monthly at all three sites and 
distribute fresh produce, dairy and items not covered by 
government programs. Additional support during the holidays 
is provided. Emergency financial assistance is also available, 
and additional support through the Family to Family Giving 
Program and the Thanksgiving pantry is offered during the 
holidays. 

Our Stories 
Shanda Starks Douglas, School Age Manager, first 
joined Chrisotpher House in 2002 as an Assistant 
Teacher in an infant classroom at our Uptown 
Campus. In her current role in After School, she 
strives to create safe, supportive, and healthy 
environments for her scholars. When reflecting on 
a powerful memory throughout her time here, she 
recalled a young scholar, Trish*, in the After School 
program who came into her classroom obviously 
upset on afternoon. When she asked her about it, 
Trish had said she did not want to talk about it and 
spent the afternoon playing alone and reading to 
herself. 

Each day that week, Shanda checked in on Trish, 
asking how she was doing. With a deep sign, Trish 

would respond the same, denying Shanda’s offer to 
talk. Shanda reassured Trish and told her that is was 
okay if she didn’t want to talk, and that whether it 
was today, tomorrow, or next month, she would be 
there for her when she was ready. About two weeks 
later, Trish approached Shanda crying and asked 
if they could talk. She told Shand she was been 
struggling with self-confidence and body image – she 
worried that she didn’t look like her friends. Shanda 
gave her a big hug, and responded, “Trish, you are 
seen, your are valued, and you are beautiful for 
exactly who your are.” To this day, Shanda and Trish 
have maintained a safe and trusting relationship, and 
Shanda’s door is always open in case Trish – or any 
scholar – are looking for a little extra support. 

* child’s name has been changed

Our Voices 
Last year, we heard our community’s “Christopher 
House Story,” when we sat down with some of our 
staff, scholars, and families. It is through these 
personal testimonies that the true impact and  magic 
of Christopher House can be felt. A mother who has 
two children, has been a part of the Christopher House 
family for over twelve years – from Early Childhood 
to 8th grade graduation – and has received  ongoing 
support from our Parent School had this sentiment to 
share:

“We have been with Christopher House since it was at 
Roger’s site, [my oldest] was just two years old… The 
idea of [my youngest] now being here, the education 
that he will be getting from here, the environment 

that is set for him here, the After School enrichment 
programs that he is involved with, all give me a sense 
of security. I have participated in the food pantry, 
clothing drives, we also received school supplies at 
the beginning of the year. Personally, I even asked if 
[Christopher House] could review and print my resume 
for me, and I ended up getting the job!”

* child’s name has been changed

of school age scholars 
showed interest and 

were actively involved in After 
School activities as evidenced 
by the SAYO-Staff Assessment. 

of Early 
Childhood 

parents and 64% of 
Elementary/Middle 
parents had an average 
self-sufficiency score of 
safe or stable as measured 
by the Chrisotpher House 
Family Assessment. (FY23)

of Elementary/
Middle School 

and 100% of Early Childhood 
children and teens seen in 
counseling services achieved 
2 of their 3 social and 
emotional goals for the year 
(as evidenced by the Goal 
Attainment Scale). (FY23)

 individuals 
received 

emergency financial 
assistance to prevent crisis 
and support stable, healthy 
home environments, which 
ultimately supports our 
scholars and their families 
to thrive.

 (unduplicated) children and 
adults received food from our  
food pantry.

of school 
age scholars 

demonstrated that 
they can think through 
and solve problems 
as evidenced by 
the SAYO-Staff 
Assessment. 

93% 

82%

65%

84%

89%

109

1,676

63%

of After School scholars – 
school age and youth – achieved 

two of the three SMART goals they set for 
themselves by the end of the school year. 

of all After School scholars 
improved their grades 

from first semester to second 
semester or maintained a B average.
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Statement of Activities and 
Changes in Net Assets
Years Ended June 30, 2023 and 2022

2023 2022

Without Donor 
Restrictions

With Donor 
Restrictions

Total
Without Donor 
Restrictions

With Donor 
Restrictions

Total

Revenue and Support

Government grants (Note 12) $ 17,317,165 $ - $ 17,317,165 $ 16,676,047 $ - $ 16,676,047

Contributions of cash and other 
financial assets

924,495 397,654 1,322,149 741,984 126,449 868,433

Contributions of nonfinancial assets 240,509 - 240,509 310,731 - 310,731

Program service fees and incidental 
revenue

138,820 - 138,820 106,339 - 106,339

Special event revenue 415,425 - 415,425 421,519 - 421,519

Investment income 52,840 - 52,840 18,729 - 18,729

Miscellaneous income 49,540 - 49,540 66,007 - 66,007

Total revenue and support 19,138,794 397,654 19,536,448 18,341,356 126,449 18,467,805

Net Assets Released from 
Restrictions 343,719 (343,719) - 375,390 (375,390) -

Total revenue, support, and 
net assets released from 
restrictions

19,482,513 53,935 19,536,448 18,716,746 (248,941) 18,467,805

Expenses

Program services:

Early childhood development 8,387,729 - 8,387,729 7,590,171 - 7,590,171

Youth development 1,487,065 - 1,487,065 1,160,338 - 1,160,338

Family support services 1,380,105 - 1,380,105 1,406,245 - 1,406,245

Elementary school 7,516,622 - 7,516,622 7,352,591 - 7,352,591

Total program services 18,771,521 - 18,771,521 17,509,345 - 17,509,345

Support services:

Management and general 1,562,592 - 1,562,592 1,528,737 - 1,528,737

Fundraising 527,511 - 527,511 632,722 - 632,722

Total expenses 20,861,624 - 20,861,624 19,670,804  - 19,670,804

(Decrease) Increase in Net Assets - 
Before nonoperating income (1,379,111) 53,935 (1,325,176) (954,058) (248,941) (1,202,999)

Nonoperating Income (Loss)

Gain on forgiveness of debt (Note 8) - - - 1,214,737 - 1,214,737

Net realized and unrealized loss on 
investments

(9,700) - (9,700) (468,958) - (468,958)

Net unrealized gain on interest rate 
swap

163,545 - 163,545 456,300 - 456,300

Total nonoperating income 153,845 - 153,845 1,202,079 - 1,202,079

(Decrease) Increase in Net Assets (1,225,266) 53,935 (1,171,331) 248,021 (248,941) (920)

Net Assets - Beginning of year 20,979,492 1,382,393 22,361,885 20,731,471 1,631,334 22,362,805

Net Assets - End of year $ 19,754,226 $ 1,436,328 $ 21,190,554 $ 20,979,492 $ 1,382,393 $ 22,361,885

ANNUAL REPORT 202310

2023 2022

ASSETS

Current Assets

Cash and cash equivalents $ 1,317,276 $ 2,617,701

Investments (Note 5) 2,490,070 2,417,848

Receivables:

Grants 2,290,202 2,148,605

Pledges - Net of allowance (Note 13) 416,130 367,111

Fair value of swap agreement (Note 8) 428,832 265,287

Prepaid expenses and other current assets 182,530 219,387

Total current assets 7,125,040 8,035,939

Pledges Receivable - Net of current portion and discount 
(Note 13)

 - 8,219

Property and Equipment - Net (Note 6) 21,118,466 22,081,687

Right-of-use Operating Lease Assets (Note 10) 106,219 -

Finance Lease Assets (Note 10) 62,149 -

Total assets $ 28,411,874 $ 30,125,845

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities

Accounts payable $ 276,554 $ 388,210

Accrued liabilities:

Accrued payroll and vacation 897,483 965,113

Advances from government and funding agencies 114,862 303,527

Other accrued liabilities 45,997 19,346

Current portion of long-term debt (Note 8) 5,715,932 373,144

Current portion of lease liabilities - Operating (Note 10) 85,557 -

Current portion of lease liabilities - Finance (Note 10) 44,227 -

Total current liabilities 7,180,612 2,049,340

Notes Payable - Net of current portion and deferred 
financing costs (Note 8)

- 5,714,620

Lease Liabilities - Operating - Net of current portion  
(Note 10)

21,907 -

Lease Liabilities - Finance - Net of current portion (Note 10) 18,801 -

Total liabilities 7,221,320 7,763,960

Net Assets

Without donor restrictions 19,754,226 20,979,492

With donor restrictions (Note 11) 1,436,328 1,382,393

Total net assets 21,190,554 22,361,885

Total liabilities and net assets $ 28,411,874 $ 30,125,845

Statement of 
Financial Position
Years Ended June 30, 2023 and 2022
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$100,000+
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
IMC Chicago Charitable 
Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999
Anonymous
Rick and Dee Dee Chesley
CME Group Foundation
Old National Bank
Opus Foundation
Paul Hastings LLP
Polk Bros. Foundation
The Rosenmayer Family Fund
VNA Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999
Diana L. Amrein  
Grandchildren’s Trust
Robert Buono and  
Elizabeth Cicchelli
Bill Carr
Exelon
Osilisch Family Trust
Barbara Stewart and Peter Bowe

$10,000 - $24,999
A.G. Cox Charity Trust
Anonymous x 5
Arnold Simonsen Family Charitable 
Foundation, Inc.
Joe and Stacey Blasko
Nathan and Mrs. Julia Chesley
CIBC Bank USA
ComEd
Constellation Energy
Patrick and Anna M. Cudahy Fund
DLA Piper US LLP
The Donley Foundation
Leo S. Guthman Fund
Incommercial Property Group
Ingenuity
Stephen and Shiloh Raquet
United Scrap Metal, Inc.

$5,000 - $9,999
All Chicago
AMD Family Fund
Assurance Agency Ltd.
AXA XL
Bank of America  
Charitable Foundation
Blue Cross and Blue Shield  
of Illinois
Michael Buck and Deborah Lee
D & R Fund
Education First
Egerter Family Foundation
Robert Fedoris
Anthony and Elizabeth Fiore
First Presbyterian Church of 
Arlington Heights
Holland & Knight
Jennifer Holmgren
Hurley Family Foundation
Illinois Tool Works Foundation
Ingredion Incorporated
Jeffrey and Rhea Kemerley
Kenny and Jennifer Langston
LanzaTech, Inc.
Steve and Dodi Larrick
Origami Works Foundation
Vipul Patel
Leo Radvinsky
Diana and Bruce Rauner
David W. Rodin
Mike and Kathy Ruhland
Peter and Barbara Sereda
Diane and Raj Shah
JoAnne Cicchelli and  
William Singer
Suzanne Smart

Gregory and Margaret Spitzer
State Farm Mutual Automobile 
Insurance Company
Robin Steans and Leonard Gail
Kim White
William Blair

$2,500 - $4,999
Campos EPC
Christopher House Auxiliary
Franczek, P.C.
Harley-Davidson Financial Services
Lois Hartung
Lauren and Ryan Long
McGraw Foundation
Jill Nolte
Thomas O’Neill and Ann David
Open Kitchens
Robyn and Erich Parker
Presbyterian Church of Barrington
RJB Properties/Blackstone Group
The Ruttenberg Foundation
John Salvino
Elizabeth Shortenhaus
Rick and Holly Smirl
Southminster Presbyterian Church
Traci Stanley and Joe Zitomer
Kartika Sujdak
Mark and Terri Sullivan

$1,000 - $2,499
Accordion
Peter and Emily Baillos
Brian and Ronit Barrett
Allan Berliant
Tim and Meg Boarini
Gregory Braun
Michael Caldwell and Yankun Guo
Lisa Centone and Joe Curci
Julie Chamberlin
Tarun and Elizabeth Chandran
Helen Chen
Cisco Meraki
Cisco Systems
Concord Group
Carley Diedrich
Nikki Drevich
Edith Gross and Yoseph Feit
Anthony and Jennifer Fout
Garvey’s Office Products
William and December  
Gladden Family Fund
Amy and Bob Greenebaum
Ms. Herminia Guerrero
Jordan and Debra Hadelman
Johanna Haggstrom
Omar Hammami
Joe Hammon
Diane Heller
Nicola Hill
Larry Hochberg
Cari Hodgson
The Horwich Family Foundation
Impact Networking, LLC
Roberto Interiano and  
David Barber
Katherine Jahnke Dale and  
Eric Dale
Gerri and David Kahnweiler
Grant Kaufman and Earl Perlow
Jukka and Bara Ketonen
Meghan Kiesel
Joseph & Helen  
Komarek Foundation
David and Maureen Lai
Adam and Jessica LeFebvre
Gary and Liz Levin
Tom and Cindy Lillard
Angela Lockhart
Lynn and Mike Lullo

Steve and Ellen Mardiks
Alex Maturi and Sarah Chuzi
Max Goldenberg Foundation
Roger and Anina McCarron
Kevin and Nicole McCormack
Joyce McGlade
Nordic Energy Services, LLC
Jeffrey O’Dell
Dani Petrie
Plante Moran
Presbyterian Women of the Park 
Ridge Presbyterian Church
Elizabeth Press
Gretchen Rakowicz
John Ratnaswamy
RBC Capital Markets
Janet Reali and Mitchell Cobey
Ron Rohde
David Rosenblatt
Sheila Ruder
Christine Ruttenberg
Ed Ryder
 Susan H. Schwartz Charitable 
Trust
Floyd and Jennifer Strimling
Sullivan Roofing, Inc.
Jacqueline and Glenn Tilton
Tom and Tina Tromiczak
United Auto Insurance
Santiago Valdez and Elizabeth Pyle
Respicio Vazquez and
Stephanie and John Vlahakis
Aubrey Wagner
Marion Walsh
The Wax and Skin Lounge
Eric Tiffany Weisseg

$500 - $999
Anonymous
The Arkes Family Foundation
Arkes Family Foundation
Paul Martin and Michelle Arnold
Grant Bagan
Gregory and Wendy Beihl
Claire Bennett
Rob Brock
Mitchell Channon and Bruce Koff
Andrew and Rachel Chesley
Andrew and Carmela Corsini
Jesse Criz
Elizabeth and John Cusack
Bruce and Laurie Davidson
Nancy Dolan
Michael and Kristi Donovan
Mike and Rachel Ellis
Nate Falk
Tihela Feit and Josh Gleicher
Sue and Thomas Gates
Paul Goodman
John and Julie Goodman
Doug and Nan Gregory
Roy Hall
Colleen Hallagan-Zientarski
Jim Hamman
John and Julie Hansen
Scott and Jodie Harmsen
Stephanie Jones
Sally Kilham
Tom and Colleen Klehr
Michelle Kolasa
Melinda and Rolando Lawrence
Larry and Carol Levy
Karla Lombardi
Morlan Lunsford
Dan and Eileen Lynch
Chad Lyons
William Madlener
Andrew May
Bill and Mary Pat McKinley

Lauren Mitchell
Naomi O’Dell
Sadzi Oliva
In Memorial of Mary Papajani
Carlos and Carina Pineiro
Publicis Groupe
Teresa Ramos
John and Beryl Reisch
Julie and Gregg Riley
Vicki Robery
Jennifer Rone and Ben Olien
David Schulte
Siddhartha Sengupta
Wendy and Frank Serrino
Jim Shaw
Keith Solomon
Diane Svanson
Jodi Sweeney
Janet Swenson
Third Road Management LLC
Wilson and Linda Troutman
Carla Varner
Robert and Kerry Vyverberg
Richard Watson and  
Heather Miller
Jason Weil
Monica and Alexander Williams
Mikhaila Woodall
Victoria Zaharoff
Daniel Zar

$250 - $499
ADP
Pam Anderson
James Bach
Erik Bangia
Cintia and Chris Bello-Ortiz
Seth and Julia Briggs
Robin Brown
Jessica and Benjamin Burkett
Jessica Cardoni and Erik Conrad
Mary Chaiken
Sarah Collentine
Teresa Devereux
Susan Dlott
Joe and Paige Dooley
Matt and Christine Elliott
John Evar Strid
John Feeley
Nelson and Allie Forsberg
Will Franken
Nate Galer
Aparna Galiasso
Scemja Garcia
Sandy Garza
Tess Goffena
Gareth Hayes
John Mitchell and Sara Hays
Mike Jindra
Jim and Alison Kelly
Craig and Maureen Kirby
Susan and Steve Kogan
Samantha Kramer
John and Beth Kregor
Gregory Kulis
Rivka Leder
John Leonard
Thomas and Linda Long
Elizabeth and Thomas Maentz
Elias Maskaleris
Michael McNamara
Eve Morris
Mykael Moss
Monica Mueller
Susan Obuchowski
Dana O’Grady
James Pfaff and Paula McLeod
David Potash

Elliot Regenstein
Martha Roberts
Meryl Rosen
Jamie and Dante Sabel
Susan and Richard Sanders
Jim Schramm
Gilbert and Laura Semmen
Peter Shaeffer
Byron Jarrett Smith
Ross Spencer
William and Carolyn Springer
Ryan Stafford
State Mechanical Services
Amy Stolarsky
Elizabeth and William Thompson
Susan and Dennis Wellington
Betsy and Mark Westhoff
Kristin and John White
Candace Williams
Lucy Hansell Wyatt

$1 - $249
Activision Blizzard
Philip Allen
Joshua Allen
Lauren Allwede
AmazonSmile Foundation
Ameriprise
Anonymous
Areulia Davis LLC
John and Anna Armstrong
Kerri Arnold
Lyle Banks and
Todd Becker
William and Sandra Bennett
Constance Blomquist
Martha Boling-Risser and  
Bob Risser
Caryl Bondelli
Chris Brett
Tony Briney
Max Brock
Mr. Samuel Browne
John Bryant
Bill and Carol Buchta
Andrea Bueschel
Cora Butrum
Ashley and Chris Calabro
James and Martha Callero
Samuel Candee
Charlie Cao
Jesse Cervantes
Esther Choy
Mindy Clanin
Coca-Cola Bottling Co.
Michelle Correa
Michelle Crisp
Joan Dennen
Susan Dischner
Mr. Eric Dougal
Jame Dougherty
Tracy L. Drake
Jennifer Drake
Jay Drees
Dee and Ronald Ebbole
Erikson Institute
Helen M. Evans and  
Wayne M. Evans
Manny Familar
Maureen Flanagan
Elliot Frolichstein-Appel
Ron and Peggy Furst
Jenny Garner
Sarah Garza Resnick
Thomas Gatta
Connor Giles
Mr. Daniel Goff
Cynthia Goldsberry
Laura Graesser
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Government Funders
City of Chicago Department of  
Family Support
Services
Chicago Public Schools
Illinois Department of Human Services
Illinois State Board of Education
US Dept. of Agriculture

US Dept. of Education
US Dept. of Health & Human Services
Start Early  
(formerly Ounce of Prevention)

Shining Stars Giving Circle
Our Shining Stars Giving Circle are donors who have committed to recurring giving. We 
extend our heartfelt gratitude to these loyal donors for their ongoing generosity.
Andrea Bueschel
Ashley and Chris Calabro
Tess Goffena
Mark Lam
R. Erika Schafer

Siddhartha Sengupta
Katherine Smith
Ross Spencer
Ria Ventimiglia

Michelle Ward

In-Kind Gifts
In-kind donations have played a pivotal role in Christopher House, significantly impacting our scholars and families by providing essential resources and support, enabling us to continue 
fulfilling our mission effectively. 
Alina Acciavatti
Suzette Aguirre
Anjali Ahn
Brad and Denise Akason
Anonymous x 3
Temi Asein
Melinda Baldwin
Lorraine Barba
Richard and Barbara Barbour
Holly and Norm Bates
Fatima Beach
Heather Behles
Denise and Thomas Beihoffer
Andrew Bennett
Dave and Linda Berkow
Sydney Bijonowski
Mark Bishop
Stacey and Joe Blasko
Boka Restaurant Group
Martha Boling-Risser and  
Bob Risser
Kent and Laura Born
Christine Bos
Rachel Brenc
Rob Brock
Brooklyn Boulders
Bill and Carol Buchta
Meg and Tim Callahan
Jessica Cardoni and Erik Conrad
Katie Carlsted
Leslie Castillo
Lisa Centone and Joe Curci
Lori and Curt Chandler
Rick and Dee Dee Chesley
Ashley Chia
Chicago Bears
Chicago Children’s Museum
Chicago Fire Soccer Club
Robert and Elizabeth Churchill
CIBC Bank USA
Cisco Meraki
ShaRhonda Clark
Classic Kids Photography
Sean and Diana Connolly
Katie Corcoran
Core Pilates

Hillary Cozzi
Amy Cupples
Jessica Dadosky
Katy Daker
Yasmin Dalal
Nancy Davis
Teresa Devereux
John Martha Dienner
DineAmic Group
Elizabeth and John Dischner
Elizabeth Dobler
Mary and George Donner
Tracy L. Drake
David Juli Dreifuss
Gabrielle Drew
Katherine DuBois
Dupepe/Snyder Family
Laura Estes
Tihela Feit and Josh Gleicher
Paula Fernandez
First Ascent Climbing & Fitness
First Presbyterian Church of 
Arlington Heights
The Florig Family
Anissa and Kevin Forman
Ron and Peggy Furst
Jenny Garner
Tonya Geesman
Mary and Gary Gehm
Mr. Dave and Mrs. Ginger Glantz
Brittany and Martin Goodlett
Ashley Gorczynski
Jim and Marilynn Graves
William and Christine Guthrie
Michael and Ellen Hainen
Therese and David Haines
Karen and David Hawkins
Mary and Owen Heath
Amy Hempleman
Jodi Henderson
Peter and Sarah Hepner
Brian and Jenny Herb
Stefanie Hest
Sally and Tom Hilgendorf
Kristen and Steve Hill
Cameron and Tony Hoban

Andrew and Laurie Hochberg
Michele Holifield
Nicole Householder
Ray and Laurie Howick
Kyle and Martin Hulvey
Indigo & Violet Studio LLC
Cheryl Jachna
Rasmus Jensen
The Joffrey Ballet
John G. Shedd Aquarium
Cindy Johnson
Terrell Johnson
Nick and Beth Josephs
Marija Karanakova
Ingrid and Jim Kaufman
Lauren Kehoe
Sharon Kellogg
Lynn and David Kelso
Adam Keppel
Bara and Jukka Ketonen
Omar and Heather Khalaf
Meghan Kiesel
Sara Knight
KOVAL Distillery
Lisa Kpor
Ms. Marlene Kraybill
Sara LaPorte
Mark and Cathy Layne
Jessica and Adam LeFebvre
Chris Lindsey
Lauren and Ryan Long
Susan Lubinsky
Lula Cafe
Don Lyon
Ernest MacVicar
Rebecca Marks
Maya Martinez and Vic Liu
Tessa Maurice
The Mazur Family
Joyce McGlade
Lauren McGuinness
Zach Melone
Moira Menninga
Method Printing
Melissa Miller

Pam Miller
Greg and Catherine Gunderson
Donald and Jill Minner
Amanda Monroe
Jacqueline A. Moore and  
Charles E. Glanzer
Rachel Mountain
The Music Playhouse of Chicago
The Neely Family
Linda and Vince Neton
Christine Norton
Amy G. Oldfield
Joan O’Neill
Jacqueline Ostrowski
John and Kait Paden
Park Ridge Presbyterian Church
Malini Patel
Kristi Peterson
John L. Peterson
John and Grace Poe
Kate Power
Presbyterian Church of Barrington
Kimberly Proudfoot
Christina Pulles
Pure Barre
Yvonne and Romeo Quinto
Gretchen Rakowicz
John and Jill Ramaker
Kristina Ramirez
Ravinia Festival
RBC Capital Markets
Richard Rover
Donald and Mary Jo Rowley
Greta Rybicki
Loree Sandler
The Schmidt Family
Susan Schuffler
Ashley Schumacher
Jonathon Sciambi
Martin Senour
Jack and Virgina Shapiro
Joseph Shavit
Lee Ann Shay
Sara Shooks
Bob and Julie Sill
Holly and Rick Smirl

Katherine Smith
Danielle Smith
Mr. Steve Smith
Janelle Souliere
Southminster Presbyterian Church
Ross Spencer
Lyle Staab
Esley Stahl
Kelsey Stella
Steppenwolf Theater Company
Kartika Sujdak
Dr. Timothy Sullivan
Marcia and Bob Sutter
Amanda and Matthew Taglia
Target
Sarah Tobolski
Tollinche Family
Rita Tresnowski
Nelson Turcios
Matthew and Jennifer Tyler
Jessica Underhill
Laura Vargas Lugo
Melissa Venoy
Verde Solutions
Jeffrey Vieregg
Ann Vogl
Wallace Family
Elizabeth Wangler
Ms. Kelly Warner
Erika Warren
Tracy Weiner
Caroline Werner
Kristi and Mike Wheatley
Arnim and Jeanne Whisler
Lizzy Whitehorn and  
Matthew Reilein
Jill Willis
Roger and Julie Winship
Matt Winter
Amanda Wolfe
Anne and Bill Wortel
Mary Zagorski
Angel Zinger

Michelle Grier
Timothy Guilfoil
Carl Gustafson
Samina Hadi-Tabassum
John and Judith Harrington
Mary Christine Harris
Adam and Janet Heiman
Ms. Audrey Helminiak
Kristen and Steve Hill
Marshall and Susan Hjertstedt
Taryn Holt
Gladys Holtz
Howard and Colleen Houcek
Genevieve Jepson
Tim Jackson and James Keane
Timothy Kehoe
Robert and Effie Kemerley
Stephanie Kilham
Dorothee Kocks
Jerry Kogen
Victoria Korsah
Robert and Susan Kosobud

Madeline Kraegel
Norm Kruse
Jay Kuchel
David Lechner
Marjorie and Samuel Leopardo
Larry and Sue Levine
Mallory Littlejohn
Matthew LojKovic
Laura Macias
Ramin Madani
Nicole Majkowicz
Ben Malamitsas
Jeremy Mandel
Kirk Martensen
John Mathias II
Keith and Julia McNabb
Michele Mendoza
Carolyn Milner
Adam Mohundro
Max Moilanen
Julie A. Molina
Valerie Moore

Frank Mraz
Laura Murphy
Off Our Rockers
Erica Olson
Unity Ostercamp
Anne Pansard
Kent Pendleton
PepsiCo Foundation
Joan and Bruce Pikas
Cindy Poston
Presbyterian Women in the 
Presbytery of Chicago
Maura Reddington
Terri Rivera
Scott Robery
Mike Rodin
Kim Ruskusky
William and Mary Ryan
Alison Salzman
Marsha Satterfield
R. Erika Schafer
Gina Scheidler

Brooke Schlictman
Margarette and Thomas Schulze
Bari Schwartz
Clifford and Nancy Scott-Rudnick
Jody M. Segalla
Jack and Virgina Shapiro
Dania Sharma
Susan Shields
Thomas Siering
Kyle Skala
Audrey Smandra
Katherine Smith
John Sonderegger and  
Beatice Sonderegger
Julie Sondgerath
Jenna St. Martin
John Stafford
Jack Stanton
Elizabeth Stewart and  
John T. Miller
Molly and Bob Stine
Stephen and Sara Sullivan
Marcia and Bob Sutter

Susan Szostek
Jerry and Jane Thimme
Peter and Michelle Thompson
Mary Alice Thun
Katie Traines
Ria Ventimiglia
Candace Vondra
Lisa Vosburg
C. Jean Walker
Marisa Wallenberg
Michelle Ward
Allison and Martin Warzala
Colleen Washburn
Martha Weatherford
Karen and Edward Weil
Mark Weiss
Brian Whitehouse
Carole Whittemore
Robert and Mary Winter
Susan Zentz
Susan and Alford Zick
Marjorie and Richard Zitomer
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

1611 West Division Street, Suite 207
Chicago, IL 60622

773.922.7544

JAMES & JEAN STEWART CAMPUS

5235 West Belden Avenue
Chicago, IL 60639

773.922.7500

LOGAN SQUARE

3255 West Altgeld Street
Chicago, IL 60647

773-235-4073

UPTOWN

4701 North Winthrop Avenue
Chicago, IL 60640

773.769.4540

www.christopherhouse.org


